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Attachment 4 

Phonics and the Australian Curriculum 

The Australian Curriculum National Literacy Learning Progression identifies indicators of literacy 

development necessary to successfully engage with the literacy demands of the Foundation to  

Year 10 Australian Curriculum.  

It provides teachers with a conceptual tool to develop targeted teaching and learning programs 

for students who are working above or below year level expectations.  

In the National Literacy Learning Progression, Phonic knowledge and word recognition (PKW) is one  

of three sub-elements of Reading and viewing and is closely related to the sub-element Phonological 

awareness.  

While the Learning Progression provides a logical sequence, not all students will progress through 

every level in a uniform manner. It is not intended to advise schools on how to teach, plan, 
program, assess or report, but it can be a valuable tool to design learning matched to each student’s 

current developmental needs. 

Phonics Check section 1: simple word structures 
(e.g. CVC, CCVC and CVCC) 

Phonics Check AC English F–1 AC progressions 

Single letters F: Recognise and name all capital and lower-

case letters (graphemes) and know the most 

common sound that each letter represents 

ACELA1440 

F: They recognise the letters of the English 

alphabet, in capital and lower-case, and know 
and use the most common sounds 

represented by most letters.  

They read high-frequency words and blend 

sounds orally to read consonant-vowel-

consonant words  

Achievement standard 

Year 1: Manipulate phonemes in spoken 

words by addition, deletion and substitution of 

initial, medial and final phonemes to generate 

new words ACELA1457 

Year 1: Understand how to spell one- and 

two-syllable words with common letter 

patterns ACELA1778 

Year 1: When reading, they use knowledge of 

the relationship between sounds and letters  

Achievement standard 

PKW3 (F) VC, CVC  

PWK4 (F–Yr1) VC, CVC 

Some consonant 

digraphs  

ch, ck, ff, ll, ng, 

sh, ss, th, zz 

Year 1: Segment consonant blends or 

clusters into separate phonemes at the 
beginnings and ends of one-syllable words 

ACELA1822 

PKW5 (Yr1) CCVC, CVCC 
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Phonics Check AC English F–1 AC progressions 

Frequent and 

consistent vowel 

digraphs 

ar, ee, oi, oo, or 

Year 1: Use short vowels, common long 

vowels, consonant digraphs and consonant 

blends when writing, and blend these to read 

single syllable words ACELA1458 

Year 1: Understand that a letter can 

represent more than one sound, and that a 

syllable must contain a vowel sound ACELA 

1459 

Some PKW5 (Yr1) 

Some PKW6 (Yr1) 

Some PKW7 (Yr2) 

Phonics Check section 2: variety of more complex word 

structures  
(e.g. CVC, CCVC and CVCC) (e.g. CCVCC, CCCVCC and two-syllable words) 

Phonics Check AC English 2 AC progressions 

Additional 

consonant 

digraphs 

ph, wh 

Not mentioned specifically Not mentioned 

Less frequent and 

consistent vowel 

digraphs, 

including split 

digraphs 

Year 2: They self-correct using knowledge of 

phonics and use knowledge of a wide variety 

of letter–sound relationships to read words of 

one or more syllables with fluency. They 

accurately spell words with regular spelling 
patterns and spell words with less common 

long vowel patterns.  

Achievement standard 

Year 2: Use most letter–sound matches 

including vowel digraphs, less common long 

vowel patterns, letter clusters and silent 

letters when reading and writing words of one 

or more syllable ACELA1824 

Year 2: Orally manipulate more complex 
sounds in spoken words through knowledge of 

blending and segmenting sounds, phoneme 

deletion and substitution in combination with 

use of letters in reading and writing 

ACELA1474 

Some PKW5 (Yr1) 

PKW6 (Yr1)  

Some PKW7 (Yr2) 

Trigraphs 

air, igh 

Not mentioned specifically Not mentioned 

Silent letters – 

Not in check  

and Other items 

Year 2: Understand how to use knowledge of 

digraphs, long vowels, blends and silent 
letters to spell one- and two-syllable words 

including some compound words  

ACELA1471 

PKW5 (Yr1) 

PKW6 (Yr1) 

PKW7 (Yr2) 

PKW 8 (Yr2 and Yr3) 
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According to this analysis, it is reasonable to expect Year 1 students to decode 28 items correctly 

out of the 40 items in the Phonics Check. 

This would involve decoding all items with simple structures, most items with frequent and 

consistent structures and some more complex items.  

The terms (all, most, some) are defined in the 2017 UK document, The Assessment framework 

for the development of the Year 1 Phonics Check1, Content standards section.  

Children who have achieved the expected standard at the end of Year 1 will have experience of 

decoding all of the types of words that appear in the Year 1 Phonics Check. They will know the 

grapheme–phoneme correspondences and be able to blend phonemes in words with the 

orthographical structures that have been included in the Phonics Check. However, children at the 

minimum expected standard will not necessarily score full marks. 

In particular, this means that in the Phonics Check, a child working at the minimum expected 

standard should be able to decode:  

• all items with simple structures containing single letters and consonant digraphs

• most items containing frequent and consistent vowel digraphs: ‘frequent’ means that the
vowel digraph appears often in words read by children in Year 1: ‘consistent’ means the

digraph has a single or predominant phoneme correspondence

• all items containing a single 2-consonant string with other single letters (e.g. CCVC or

CVCC)

• most items containing two 2-consonant strings and a vowel (e.g. CCVCC)

• some items containing less frequent and less consistent vowel digraphs, including split

digraphs

• some items containing a single 3-consonant string

• some items containing two syllables.

It should be noted that where items contain a number of the different features listed above, 

decoding will become more difficult. It will become less likely that a child working at the minimum 
expected standard will be able to decode such items appropriately. For example, a child will be less 

likely to decode an item containing both a consonant string and a less frequent vowel digraph, than 

an item with a consonant string but a frequent, consistent vowel digraph.  

The most valuable use of Phonics Check data will be at the classroom level. This ‘expected 

achievement’ is provided to give teachers a sense of what it is reasonable to expect, given the time 
of year and the requirements of our curriculum. Please note that this is not a pass/fail mark – it is 

an indication of the score a student might achieve if their phonics learning is progressing as 

expected. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/628842/Y1_Phonics_assessment_framework_PDFA_V3.pdf
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