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Attachment 1 

Glossary 

Term Definition Relevance to the Phonics Check 

Blending Combining the individual sounds or 

phonemes to form whole words. Cued in 

by looking at letters in words in order. 

The teacher determines the student’s capacity to blend 

individual sounds as represented in print. 

VC 

VCC 

CV 

CVC 

CCVC 

CCVCC 

These expressions describe consonant (C) 

and vowel (V) patterns in simple English 

words. For example: 

VC – of, it, an  

VCC – add, old, and  

CV – to, so, no  

CVC – tap, pat  

CCVC – trip, plan  

CCVCC – thick, plant 

The teacher checks decoding of words with vowel and 

consonant patterns of increasing complexity.  

They build a systematic picture of the student’s 

phonics understanding. Students who can manipulate 

letter–sound relationships of increasing complexity 

show more advanced skill and knowledge in phonics. 

Digraph A combination of two letters, or graphemes, 

that represents one sound, e.g. oo in ‘boot’ 

and ‘look’, and ‘sh’ and ‘or’ sounds in 

‘shorn’. 

The teacher checks the reading of all the common 

digraphs used in early reading and writing, e.g. sh, ch, 

th, ee, oo, ar, and oi. 

Dipthong A diphthong is a special kind of vowel 

sound.  

It refers to a sound that has two parts, 

beginning with one vowel sound and 

moving towards another, e.g. /oi/ as in 

coin, /oy/ as in toy, /ou/ as in cloud, /ow/ 

as in cow or arrow. 

The teacher may find this background information 

useful when puzzling over the vowel sounds in some 

words.  

Is there just one (mono) vowel sound. Or does the 

vowel sound glide from one vowel sound to another 

vowel sound (di – meaning ‘two’)? 

Grapheme A letter or group of letters that represents 

a sound or phoneme. Graphemes are the 

letters in letter–sound relationships. 

The teacher assesses the student’s ability to identify 

common English graphemes and link them to the 

phonemes they represent. 

Grapheme–

phoneme 

correspondences 

This is the relationship between sounds and 

the letter or string of letters that represent 

those sounds.  

It can also be described as the 'letter-

sound’ relationship. 

As the student attempts to decode real words and 

pseudo words the teacher assesses or notes the 

student’s knowledge of grapheme–phoneme 

correspondence.  

Some particular grapheme–phoneme correspondences 

(blending and segmenting) may need consolidating or 

further explicit teaching.  

The teacher can also note the speed at which the 

student is able to recall the graphemes (letter/s–sound 

information) and blend them to decode. 

Further information can be gained from observing 

letter patterns a student records to represent sounds 

in words in their writing. 
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Term Definition Relevance to the Phonics Check 

Morpheme The smallest unit of language that has its 

own meaning.  

It can be a word or part of a word. Every 

word is made up of one or more 

morphemes. 

A free morpheme can stand alone as a 

word, for example, ‘kind’, or be a bound 

morpheme as in ‘ly’ in ‘kindly’ 

The teacher checks the student’s ability to blend and 

segment graphemes in order to decode single-syllabic 

words and multi-syllabic words. 

Blending and segmenting can be further applied to 

building words for reading and spelling. 

Morphology The study of morphemes, the smallest units 

of language that have their own meanings – 

words and their parts. 

The teacher identifies the student’s knowledge of base 

words, suffixes and prefixes. 

This can be linked to the writing or spelling program. 

Vocabulary and comprehension development can also 

be considered. 

Phoneme The smallest unit of sound that adds to a 

word’s meaning.  

Phonemes are the sounds in letter–sound 

relationships. 

The teacher checks the student’s ability to link 

common English phonemes to the graphemes that 

represent them. 

Phonemic 

awareness 

The ability to focus on the separate, 

individual sounds in words, the phonemes. 

Students must be able to hear the sounds of language 

(phonemes) to link them to the letters that represent 

them (graphemes).  

The teacher checks to assess the student’s level of 

phonemic awareness. 

Phonics Phonics refers to the relationship between 

individual sounds (phonemes) and the 

letters that represent them (graphemes). 

The teacher evaluates the extent to which the student 

can make the link between phonemes and graphemes. 

Phonological 

awareness 

The ability to identify and manipulate the 

sounds of spoken language. 

This includes the ability to make rhymes, to 

recognise syllables within a word, to identify 

repeating sounds or words with the same 

initial sounds. 

The teacher can assess the degree to which the child 

is able to: 

• blend phonemes into syllables

• blend phonemes into words

• identify beginning and ending phonemes in

syllables

• break words into syllables when decoding.

Trigraph A group of three letters that represents one 
sound, e.g. ‘igh’ as in ‘high’, ‘tch’ as in 

‘match’. 

The teacher uses the Phonics Check to test reading 

of common trigraphs. 

Voiced and 

unvoiced sounds 

Voiced sounds are consonant sounds that 

use the vocal cords, e.g. the ‘z’ at the end 

of ‘bees’.  

Other consonant sounds are unvoiced links, 

such as the ‘s’ in ‘snake’. 

The teacher listens for errors that could indicate the 

student’s confused phonemic awareness of voiced and 

unvoiced sounds. 

Vowel digraph Digraphs that function as vowels. 

Split vowel digraphs are those that use a 

medial vowel and ‘silent e’ at the end of 

words. 

The teacher checks the reading of common vowel 

digraphs, e.g. ee, oo, ar, ir, oi, and u_e.  




